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Policy Statement: Stronger Communities

Benjamin McGowan
Better Funding

Benjamin McGowan
Right now, Ovens Valley is the fourth safest conservative seat in Victoria. Marginal seats get more attention, and more funding. In Shepparton, since voting independent at the last Victorian Election, they've received more than $600M of investment in a short four years. If I'm elected, I will ensure that our community groups get the funding they deserve.
�
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Small Community Grants

Benjamin McGowan
I will work with each of the council’s in Ovens Valley to establish a region-wide strategy for community grants programs. I will develop an electorate-wide vision that guides my advocacy as your local MP, and ensures our top priorities are funded.  �

Benjamin McGowan
The Victorian Government's $30M Pick My Project initiative is sloppy policy. It pitted town against town. Last month, every application from Wangaratta and Yarrawonga missed out on the funding available under the Pick My Project grant funding. As did the projects put forward for Myrtleford, Whorouly and Harrietville. 
 
One of those projects was the Wangaratta All Abilities Toy Library. They were asking for $57k to buy toys, including sensory processing, social, groups and fine motor skills toys and therapy toys. Another Wangaratta project that missed out was for safer school crossings.
 
Funding for our communities, and especially our children, can’t be left to chance. It needs to be needs based. The Pick My Project has failed to deliver for our kids in Wangaratta and failed to acknowledge the important local initiatives put forward.
�

Benjamin McGowan
If elected I will follow up with each of the proposed community projects and work with community groups to secure funding for their projects. The time of our volunteer groups is too important to waste on Survivor style grants projects. Let’s have needs based project funding, not a popularity contests.�
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Community Leadership�
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Benjamin McGowan
Our strong and supportive communities are what is best about living in our region, but they need to be protected and supported.
 
For the Ovens Valley to thrive, it needs to be leaderful, not leaderless. I’m a graduate of the Alpine Valleys Community Leadership program and of the Australian Rural Leadership Program and believe in the importance of developing rural Australia’s emerging leaders and strengthening our region’s existing community leadership capabilities.
 
Rural communities are increasingly looking to the philanthropic sector to help them maintain infrastructure and create solutions to pressing needs. I support philanthropy, and I am a director of Into Our Hands Community Foundation, an organisation which has delivered $1 million in grants to bushfire-affected communities of the Alpine, Indigo and Wangaratta areas.
 
I know the importance of not only encouraging civic participation and community involvement, but of supporting it with proper funding. We need to acknowledge and support our volunteers.
 
That’s why I am making needs-based community funding a policy priority.
 
Our community groups should have access to the funding they need. I have been disappointed with the way that some recent grant funding has been distributed, pitting community groups against one another in a popularity contest. I have also been disappointed that many community groups in Ovens Valley have been missing out.
�
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As an elected representative I will fight for local training and support for our community leaders, so that our communities are ready to face the challenges that await us.
�


