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Benjamin McGowan
Policy Statement: Tackling Problematic Drug Use 

Benjamin McGowan
Families across the Ovens Valley are affected by problematic drug-use, especially methamphetamine, and the social impact that it causes. 

We need to approach this problem head-on, with a multi-pronged approach focused on:
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Benjamin McGowan
Better Funding for Specialised Local Action

Benjamin McGowan
Communities need to take the lead in the fight against problematic drug use, and in Wangaratta the Local Drug Action Team is doing this. The cost of addiction can be shattering. People can lose years of their life to drugs, lose their job, drop out of study or work and lose contact with their children, family and friends. As a community, we need to address the stigma of drug addiction, so that those suffering feel supported to connect with the services they need.

The Local Drug Action Team (LDAT) is focused on addressing the stigma attached to drug addiction, and helping those needing support to come forward and to connect with local services. But the LDAT is not securely funded, relying on occassional grant funding for its important work. In the 2018-19 financial year it is due to receive less than $17,000. This limited funding stream is setting the initiative up to fail, and I will fight for the dedicated and annual funding it needs to have a real ongoing impact. 
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The Wangaratta drug and alcohol rehabilitation facility 

Benjamin McGowan
I will source adequate and ongoing funding for the Wangaratta Local Drug Action Team, enabling them to employ a staff member to coordinate the efforts of this group of community leaders.

Benjamin McGowan
I am proud of the role I have played securing a 30-bed drug and alcohol rehabilitation facility for Wangaratta. This centre will give those at the lowest point in drug or alcohol addiction the chance they need to recover. As a community we fought for this treatment facility, and I will ensure that it is delivered on time, on budget, and with adequate dedicated ongoing funding.

Benjamin McGowan
I will make the effective delivery and operation of this facility my priority. I will ensure it gets built on time and on budget, and with the long term funding and support it needs to be effective.
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Wangaratta Recovery and Community Training Centre  
�

Benjamin McGowan
The link between employment status and drug use is clear. Figures from the National Drug Strategy Household Survey (2016), show unemployed people are up to three times more likely to use drugs, and methamphetamine use was 3.1 times higher among unemployed people, than employed people (4.6% used in the past year compared to 1.5%).

A history of substance abuse and of legal charges can be a barrier to employment. We need to help people in our community break their cycle of drug dependency, unemployment and crime. That’s why I’m proposing a Wangaratta Recovery Community and Training Centre, which will be a resource to get those in drug recovery back to work. 

The Centre will be a local space that will become a resource for those in drug recovery, as well as their family and friends. This training centre will extend The Centre for Continuing Education’s existing offer of education and employability skills training, life skills, information, support and opportunities for socialisation to recovering drug users and those close to them.

With proper planning and funding, this centre could play a large role in breaking negative cycle of drug use, criminal offending, and unemployment.
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Authorised by T. Atkins and P. Woodberry, 1460 Snow Rd Milawa 3678.

Benjamin McGowan
- Reducing the stigma associated with problematic drug use as a way of encouraging people to seek help, and ongoing funding for the   Wangaratta Local Drug Action Team and similar initiatives across the Ovens Valley
- Better treatment facilities
- Building pathways that keep drug users out of jail, and help people reconnect with education and employment. This provides better outcomes for users, for the community, and for taxpayers - it costs $304 per prisoner, per day, here in Victoria 
- Support for employers to engage people in recovery�
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I commit to finding the funding to develop a business case for a Wangaratta Recovery and Community Training Centre. I will work with government to ensure that barriers to return to work are removed for those recovering from a drug and alcohol problem, and that there are incentives for local business to provide the necessary employment opportunities.
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