
Mobile:  0419 751 651
e: tammy@tammyatkins.com.au

www.tammyforovensvalley.com  

Independent Candidate 
for OVENS VALLEY

5 Murphy Street, 
Wangaratta VIC 3678

Benjamin McGowan
Policy Statement: Manufacturing 

Benjamin McGowan
Our regional communities rely on key manufacturing businesses to drive employment and to sustain our economies. I spent five years working for the Industry Capability Network fighting for our local manufacturers, and I know how tough it can be to run a manufacturing business outside of major urban centres. That’s why regional manufacturing needs targeted support, and my focus is on developing and supporting Ovens Valley’s manufacturing sector. We need to ensure that Ovens Valley products are included in major projects, and that it’s products, not jobs, that are exported from our region.  One of the challenges local manufacturers face is finding skilled staff. I am a director of the Wodonga TAFE - recently recognised as Victoria’s top TAFE - and a strong advocate for a vibrant training sector able to provide local hands-on training, and the next generation of skilled workers for our region. �

Benjamin McGowan
Local Jobs First

Benjamin McGowan
We need to support the local manufacturing community through local procurement policies. Government procurement needs to be better utilised as an economic development tool for rural and regional areas, and this needs strong government policy that supports local jobs first. I will continue to support local content laws such as the Local Jobs First - Victorian Industry Participation Policy, a programme that ensures our local businesses are prioritised in government procurement. I am also an in principle supporter of the Major Project Skills Guarantee, a programme that ensures publicly funded works use local apprentices, trainees or engineering cadets.

I am a strong supporter of social procurement as a vehicle for full employment, and will advocate for the use of local companies, like Merriwa Industries, that focus on ensuring those experiencing hardship, and those with a recognised disability, have secure employment.�

Benjamin McGowan
Industry Support

Benjamin McGowan
Local and social procurement policies and strategies need to be embedded in all Victorian and Local Government policy, and I will fight to make this happen. I will always support local and social procurement policies that benefit Ovens Valley industry. I will work with the Victorian Government and encourage Local Government to look at ways to use local and social procurement to achieve strategic objectives.

Benjamin McGowan
From 2007 to 2012 I was the Hume Region Manager for the Industry Capability Network, a business network that introduces Australian companies to the supply chains of major projects both here and overseas. Every day, I worked to ensure North East Victorian suppliers were included in major projects. I ensured local suppliers were used for the the 2009 Black Saturday bushfire rebuild, the Sugarloaf Pipeline and Northern Victoria Irrigation Renewal Project. I will continue to champion our local manufacturing industry, and ensure that it has the industry support it needs.

Benjamin McGowan
I will champion our local suppliers and manufacturers, seek out opportunities for them to contribute to major projects locally, regionally, in Melbourne and across Australia. I will ensure that our manufacturing industry always has the industry support, including the Industry Capability Network, that it needs. 

Benjamin McGowan
New Business Development

Benjamin McGowan
Where large solar farms are inevitable, they must be made to prove their benefit to our local communities. Any new business development, like the coming solar boom, must be made to procure local products and services.

Benjamin McGowan
I will ensure the local manufacture of steel and electrical components for solar farms, and the use of local contracting firms for the development of these projects. 

Benjamin McGowan
Local Training

Benjamin McGowan
I am a committed supporter of TAFE and serve as deputy chair of Wodonga TAFE, currently ranked at number one in the Victorian TAFE sector. While our region has some of the lowest tertiary participation rates in the state, Wodonga TAFE, GoTAFE and Adult and Community Education providers in our region including The Centre for Continuing Education Inc in Wangaratta, work together to develop courses and programs to address the specific workforce needs of local businesses. I am committed to developing our local training sector, so that the manufacturing sector has the skilled staff it needs, and our local workforce is trained to make our products the best in Australia.

Benjamin McGowan
I will continue to advocate for and to support TAFE and the adult education sector and Learn Locals across the Ovens Valley. I will work with the training sector to ensure hands on training programs are targeted, and compliment our growing manufacturing sector. 
�
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